Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect in Colorado

When do I need to report?

“Any person . . .who has reasonable cause to know or suspect that a child has been subject to abuse or
neglect or who has observed the child being subjected to circumstances or conditions which would
reasonably result in abuse or neglect shall immediately upon receiving such information report or cause a
report to be made of such fact to the county department or local law enforcement agency.”

What this means is, if you suspect — you report the same day.

How do I report?

A report should contain, to the extent possible, the following information.

(a) The name, address, age, sex, and race of the child.

(b) The nature and extent of the child’s injuries, including any evidence of previous cases of known or
suspected abuse or neglect of the child or the child’s siblings.

(c) The names and addresses of the persons responsible for the suspected abuse or neglect, if known.

(d) The family composition.

(e) Your name, address, and occupation.

(f) Any action you have taken.

(g) Any other information you believe may be helpful..

What is the reporter’s legal protection?

In order to encourage individuals to report child abuse, the law protects the identity of the reporter, except
under special circumstances. If criminal charges are under consideration, or a case goes to court, the name of
the reporter may become known. In general, however, the name of the person making a report in good faith

is kept confidential.

Colorado statutes further provide that individuals who report in good faith are immune to civil and criminal
liability or termination of employment that might result from such a report.



What happens when a report is made?

Either the Department of Social Services or law enforcement is responsible for coordinating the investigation
of child abuse reports. Which department takes the lead depends upon the specific details of the report. The
investigation includes information about the child, the nature and extent of the abuse, the identity of the
person responsible for the abuse, if known, the family composition, information about the reporter, and any
other information deemed necessary.

Call Social Services to report physical abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, incest, or sexual assault (abuse)
on a child committed by a child under the age of 10. Call law enforcement to report 3 party abuse.

Boulder County

Department of Social Services Law Enforcement Agencies

Boulder 303-441-1000 Boulder Police Dept  303-441-3330
Longmont 303-678-6000 CU Police Dept. 303-492-8168
Tri-City 303-413-7000 Boulder County Sheriff 303-441-3638

Erie Police Dept. 303-926-2800
Lafayette Police Dept. 303-665-5571
Longmont Police Dept. 303 651-8555
Louisville Police Dept. 303-441-4444
Lyons Police Dept. 303-823-2633
Nederland Marshall 303-258-3250
Countywide 24hrs. 303-441-4444

Broomfield County

Health and Human Services - 720-887-2200 Broomfield Police Dept. - 303-438-6400

Hotline after 5:00pm - 720-887-2271

Gilpin County

Health and Human Services - 303-582-5444 Sheriff’s Dept. - 303-582-1060

Weld County

Department of Social Services - 970.352.1551

Resources

Blue Sky Bridge 303-444-1388
Information and referral
Crisis Intervention
Professional Training

Mental Health Center of Boulder County

Individual, group, and family counseling

Boulder 303-443-8500
Lafayette 303-665-2670
Longmont 303-678-6200

24 hr. Crisis (Mental Health Center) 303-447-1665

MESA (rape crisis) (24hr) 303-443-7300
Boulder County District Attorney’s Victim-Witness
Victim’s Compensation 303-682-6801 Court Advocacy 303-441-3700



